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Message from the Chair 

I am thrilled to write this first message to you as the 
new Section Chair!  My move from Vice-Chair to 
Chair has been a smooth transition, thanks to Section 
Executives who have been instrumental in keeping a 
history of how things run in the Section, but I would 
also highlight that our outgoing Chair, Dr. Jim 
Cheston, has been influential for his leadership these 
past 4 years as Section Chair!  Although Jim will be 
stepping into the role of Past-Chair, Iôm also excited 
to announce that Dr. Cheston has agreed to be the 
next NACCJP Conference Chair for N5 in Toronto, 
which is set for 2023!  Itôs a big task, but Jim is most 
fitting for the job, and I am already looking forward 
to it! 
 
It is now a whole summer away, but the N4 program 
has left ripple effects on many of us ï socially and 
professionally!  Special thanks to Dr. Joe Camilleri 
for his organization and direction of N4 in Halifax!  
Unknown to most, it is his behind-the-scenes work 
securing sponsors for N4 that left the Section in a 
good financial state.  Furthermore, N4 had a stellar 
conference program thanks to a great set of 
submissions and the work of Dr. Joanna Kayfitz and 
volunteer reviewers.  The attendance at the reception 
was nothing less than wonderful, watching Dr. Karl 
Hanson being awarded for his lifetime of work in our 
field and Drs. Tafrate, Mitchell, and Simourd 
recognized for their significant book contribution.  
Also, the mood was set, in part, thanks to Dr. Natalie 
Jones for sharing her musical talents at the reception. 
   
Natalie also led the team of judges who had the 
difficult task of adjudicating the student posters, 
which were awarded to graduate students, Mitchell 
Kilger (1st place) and Bryan White (2nd place), and 
undergraduate students, Lindsay Adams (1st place) 

and Isaac Cormier (2nd place) for their excellent 
research posters among so many already high quality 
presentations! 
 
At N4, we also announced the J. Stephen Wormith 
Graduate Research Award to honour the significant 
influence that Dr. Wormith had on developing the 
next generation of researchers, clinicians, and 
advocates in the field of criminal justice psychology. 
  
I encourage you to consider nominating a criminal 
justice psychology colleague whose important work 
either has gone unnoticed or should be recognized by 
the Section.  This issue outlines three major awards, 
including this new graduate award, and the award 
deadline is coming up on January 31.   
 
At the Annual General Meeting, we also had an 
active group of members who stepped up to the plate 
and agreed to becoming newly appointed members of 
the Section Executive.  Not only do these members 
come from diverse professional backgrounds but also 
from widespread regional coverage as well.  I 
welcome Dr. Keira Stockdale as Vice-Chair, Dr. 
Eleanor Gittens as Director-At-Large, Dr. Pamela 
Yates as Director-At-Large/NAACJ liaison, and Mr. 
Melvin Sert as Crime Scene Review Editor.  It is 
clear that our new members are already prepared for 
advocating for the Criminal Justice Psychology 
Section!  Also, Natalie, who is currently our 
Membership Coordinator, has agreed to take on the 
role of Award Coordinator as well! 
 

The Section Executive has already had one 
teleconference meeting, and one of the goals for this 
year is to re-shape the advocacy goals of the Section 

Sandy Jung, Ph.D. R.Psych 
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Executive and update the Terms of Reference to 
better reflect what we do and where we should aim 
our attention. 
 
Looking forward, this upcoming year will also 
continue the efforts and expertise of the working 
committee who developed the position paper, 
ñFitness to Stand Trial and Criminal Responsibility 
Assessments in Canada: Improving Access to 
Qualified Mental Health Professionals.ò Headed by 
both Dr. Joanna Kayfitz, who was instrumental in 
chairing the committee that led to the Position Paper, 
and our new Vice-Chair, Dr. Keira Stockdale, this 
work will evolve into an action group.  I am grateful 
and excited that we have already received interest 
from active members in our section who are up-and-
ready for this next step.  We will keep the 
membership informed about this work and any 
progress that is made. 
 
Many of you have will be receiving or have already 
received notification about the 2020 CPA 
Convention, or perhaps youôve marked it in your 
calendar, like I have!  I hope many of you are 
planning to submit, attend, and/or present.  I look 
forward to reconnecting with you or meeting you for 
the first time in Montreal in May 2020! 
 

The last time I wrote for Crime Scene I commented 
on the ongoing shift in the composition of the CJPS 
Executive and that there were several vacant 
positions to be filled at the AGM in Halifax during 
N4.  Well those positions have been filled and the 
shift toward a new Executive has been accomplished.  
Under Sandyôs guidance, we are in the process of 
setting a new direction for our Section. 
 
Your new Executive is following through on 
development of the J. Stephen Wormith Graduate 
Student Research Award with a $1,000 award to 
commemorate the research legacy of Dr. Steve 
Wormith.  The details of the award and the 

application process are provided elsewhere in this 
issue of Crime Scene.  We hope to award this grant 
for the first time at the CPA annual convention in 
Montr®al next May. 
 
Once again, the NACCJPC was incredible.  The 
Keynote Speakers, the research presentations, our 
reception/banquet on Saturday night with awards 
presentations and the following get togethers in 
honour and memory of Steve Wormith; it was all 
truly spectacular. Special thanks to Natalie Jones for 
offering her musical talents for the enjoyment of all 
during the Saturday night festivities. 
 
There were multiple get togethers for Steve after the 
main one in Michael Sheppardôs hotel room was 
disbanded by hotel security. In retrospect, the group 
was admittedly a bit loud and when the numbers 
resulted in people spreading from the room into the 
hallway, it was entirely understandable that we were 
asked to celebrate elsewhere.  After a quick but 
unsuccessful search for another space in that hotel, 
people seemed to break into smaller groups to find 
their own locations to continue.  We can chalk N4 up 
as another resounding success and now are setting 
our sights on organizing N5 for 2023 in Toronto.  
Start marking your calendar and planning your 
research presentations now, as it will be here before 
you know it. 
 
Before N5, though, we have three CPA annual 
conventions to get through.  As noted above, we are 
going back to Montr®al for 2020.  There is a more 
immediate need to mark calendars for this 
convention, from May 28 to May 30, unless you are 
planning to also attend a pre-convention workshop on 
Wednesday May 27.  The theme for the 2020 CPA 
Convention is óPsychology in Actionô and will 
highlight the multitude of ways that psychology 
impacts everyone on a daily basis. So get your 
research proposals in - the submission deadline is 
December 2.  Hope to see many of you in La Belle 
Province in 2020. 

Message from the Past Chair 

Jim Cheston, Ph.D. C.Psych 
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Call for Award Nominations 

Don Andrews Career Contribution Award 

 

This award recognizes a corpus of work accrued over 

a period of at least 10 years that makes a significant 

contribution to the application of psychology to crimi-

nal behaviour, criminal justice, and/or law. Award re-

cipients must be members of the CPA Criminal Jus-

tice Psychology Section during the year that the award 

is given. 

 

Significant Contribution Award 

 

The Significant Contribution Award recognizes a spe-

cific work that has been recently completed (within 

the last year or two) that makes a significant contribu-

tion to the application of psychology to criminal be-

haviour, criminal justice, and/or law. If a member of 

the section makes exceptional contributions in differ-

ent years, then it is possible for the same individual to 

receive this award more than once. 

 

 

 

Nominations for either the Don Andrews Career Con-

tribution Award or the Significant Contribution 

Award received by the Criminal Justice Section Exec-

utive must include a cover letter outlining how the 

nominee qualifies for the award, the nomineeôs CV, 

and other supporting documentation (e.g., copy of the 

research article nominated as the "Significant 

Achievement", a description of a treatment program/

facility, numbers of citations in the Social Citation 

Index, or letters/testimonials from clients and cowork-

ers). The Awards will be presented at the upcoming 

conference of the Canadian Psychological Associa-

tion, held in Montreal, QC from May 28 ï May 30, 

2020.  

 

If you would like to nominate a colleague for either 

award, please forward your nomination package to our 

current Chair, Dr. Sandy Jung 

(Sandy.Jung@macewan.ca) by February 1, 2020. For 

further details on these awards and past award recipi-

ents, see the following link: https://www.cpa.ca/

aboutcpa/cpasections/criminaljusticepsychology/ 

criminaljusticeawards 

mailto:Sandy.Jung@macewan.ca
https://www.cpa.ca/aboutcpa/cpasections/criminaljusticepsychology/%20criminaljusticeawards
https://www.cpa.ca/aboutcpa/cpasections/criminaljusticepsychology/%20criminaljusticeawards
https://www.cpa.ca/aboutcpa/cpasections/criminaljusticepsychology/%20criminaljusticeawards
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 J. Stephen Wormith was an inspiring advocate and 

educator of forensic and correctional psychological 

practices in Canada and internationally. He was a 

professor in the Department of Psychology and 

Director in the Centre for Forensic Behavioural 

Science and Justice Studies at the University of 

Saskatchewan. His research on risk assessment, 

correctional interventions, crime prevention, and 

public attitudes towards offenders and criminal 

justice have had a major impact in the field. He has 

had a significant influence developing the next 

generation of researchers, clinicians, and advocates 

in the field of criminal justice psychology.  

The Criminal Justice Psychology Section of the 

Canadian Psychological Association is honouring 

Dr. Wormithôs legacy by presenting the Graduate 

Research Award to one successful applicant in 

recognition of their graduate level research in the 

field of psychology that examines criminal 

behaviour, the law, and/or other psychological 

phenomenon in a criminal justice context. This 

award was developed with the intent of recognizing 

research excellence of graduate-level criminal 

justice psychology students and is expected to be 

awarded annually. 

 

Criminal Justice Psychology  Psychologie de la Justice Pénale  
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Submissions that will be considered for the J. 

Stephen Wormith Graduate Research Award will be 

reviewed and adjudicated by the section Executive. 

Evaluation of submissions will focus on the extent to 

which the research builds upon theory and extant 

empirical literature, appropriate and innovative use 

of research design and analytical methods, and 

potential impact on the field. The award will be 

announced in Crime Scene and Psynopsis and at the 

annual CPA convention. 

 

If you would like to submit your graduate research 

for consideration, your submission should include the 

following: 

ß A cover letter containing a physical address, e-

mail address, and telephone number where you 

can be reached through the end of April  

ß A 100-word statement (included in your cover 

letter) of how your research contributes to 

criminal justice psychology  

ß A letter of support from your faculty supervisor  

ß An updated curriculum vitae 

ß A manuscript of your graduate research as 

described below.  

 

Prior to submission, applicants should ensure the 

following eligibility criteria and submission 

guidelines are met: 

ß Only research completed as a graduate thesis or 

dissertation is eligible for award consideration 

ß Only completed investigations are eligible and 

must have been completed (e.g., thesis was 

defended or submitted to university committee) 

in the 12 months preceding the deadline 

ß Applicant cannot be a former recipient of the 

award 

ß Applicant, at the time of submission, should be 

a member of the Criminal Justice Psychology 

Section or in the process of becoming a 

member 

 

Research should be prepared in the format of a 

manuscript submitted for publication, strictly 

adhering to APA style. The research and manuscript 

must be of publishable quality. Length is limited to 

20 pages (min. 10 pages), excl. abstract, references, 

figures, and tables. 

 

The submission must be received by February 1, 

2020 and forwarded to the current Chair of the 

Criminal Justice Psychology Section (Dr. Sandy 

Jung; Sandy.Jung@macewan.ca). 

 

The recipient of this award in 2020 will receive 

$1,000, and will be asked to provide a summary of 

their research for publication in the Crime Scene 

newsletter. The award recipient will also be strongly 

encouraged to attend the CPA convention and 

present their research. Please note that this upcoming 

year, the convention will be held in Montreal, QC 

from May 28 ï May 30, 2020. 

 

If you have any questions about any of these three 

awards, please contact Dr. Natalie Jones, Director-At

-Large, Membership and Awards Coordinator 

(nataliejenniferjones@gmail.com). 

mailto:Sandy.Jung@macewan.ca
mailto:nataliejenniferjones@gmail.com
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Special Issue of Criminal Justice and Behavior on 
 

ñResearch in Honor of the Criminal Justice Contributions of 
J. Stephen Wormithò 

 
Guest Edited by: 

Daryl Kroner (Southern Illinois University Carbondale) 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Through his academic endeavors and mentorship,  
Steve Wormith has made significant contributions to 
the criminal justice field. To commemorate and honor 
his contributions to criminal justice research, a special 
issue of CJB will be published. At the heart of Steveôs 
research were the natural applications to criminal jus-
tice practice. Yet, Steve went beyond application sci-
ence as he contributed to theoretical issues, such as 
GLM and machine language learning in risk  
assessments.  
 
This special issue of Criminal Justice and Behavior 
will highlight the salient areas of Steveôs research 
contributions to criminal justice practice and theory. 
The submissions will be predominantly empirically-
based articles. The articles will present advancements 
in the field, drawing upon those advancements of  
Steve and his colleagues. Thus, each article should 
articulate a tie to the research that Steve conducted. 
 
Topics to be addressed include but are not limited to: 
 

ß Advancement in the application of risk assess-
ment instruments. Particular attention can be 
given to the use of overrides in decision making  

 

ß Addressing issues surrounding the delivery of 
services to special populations of adult and 
youth, male and female, mental health, and  

 minorities 

ß System change and policy formulation,  
 including the refinement of RNR 

ß Intervention targeted at reducing crime, with 
attention on dosage and attrition 

ß Managing and using large data bases 

ß Community-based efforts aimed at diverting 
adults from incarceration 

 
Manuscripts may be submitted electronically through 
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/cjb. The deadline 
for submissions is January 3, 2020. Authors should 
specify in their cover letter that their submission is 
intended for this special issue. Authors must follow all 
formatting guidelines for regular manuscript  
submission to the journal (https://us.sagepub.com/en-
us/nam/journal/criminal-justice-and-
behavior#submission-guidelines ). The ideal length 
for manuscripts is 25 to 35 double- spaced pages, and 
we encourage authors to recommend reviewers for 
their manuscript. Questions about the special issue 
and potential paper topics should be directed to Guest 
Editor Daryl Kroner at dkroner@siu.edu.  

Manuscript Submission Deadline: January 3, 2020 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/cjb
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal/criminal-justice-and-behavior#submission-guidelines
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal/criminal-justice-and-behavior#submission-guidelines
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/journal/criminal-justice-and-behavior#submission-guidelines
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A LOOK BACK AT N4 IN 

PICTURES AND TWEETS 
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R. KARL HANSON, PH.D. 

DON ANDREWS CAREER CONTRIBUTION AWARD WINNER 
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RAYMOND CHIP TAFRATE, PH.D., DAMON MITCHELL, PH.D.,  

AND DAVID SIMOURD, PH.D. 

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION AWARD WINNERS 



Volume 26, Issue 2  Fall/Winter 2019 

  12 

Criminal Justice Psychology  Psychologie de la Justice Pénale  

LINDSAY ADAMS 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT POSTER AWARD WINNER 

MITCHELL KILGER 

GRADUATE STUDENT POSTER AWARD WINNER 
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