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COORDINATOR'S MESSAGE

It seems it is that time of year again and that we shall hopefully all
see each other soon at the CPA Convention.’

The program for the SWAP Institute "Women's Identity - An Exploration of
Self", looks very §xciting. Both the keynote speaker, Marisela
Z2avalloni, and the luncheon speaker, Esther Greenglass, should provide
some very thought—provokiqg ideas. The diversity of the program will
make the choice of sessigns very difficult. Reina Juarez and her
committee, Elizabeth Woonton, Ruth Mencow, Janet Fuchs, Ted Baker, Peter
Cooperman and Derek Aranoff deserve a lot of kudos for putting together
such an interesting program. The Institute will be held at the Meridien
Hotel, 09h00 to 18h00, Wednesday, June 8th.

The SWAP Saturday afternoon Symposium on "Women and Mental Health" should
be most stimulating. Cannie Stark-Adamec, Janet Stoppard and Shake
Toukanian will discuss the present state of women and the mental health
situation in Canada, as wgll as some ideas about gender differences in
psychotherapy. The business meeting will preceed the program form 12h00
to 13h30, and the symposium will run from 13h30 to 16h00.

I implore you to attend the business meeting as I believe there are very
jmportant issues that need to be discussed, i.e., a greater number of
female CPA fellows; equal opportunity in terms of election to the CPA
executive, etc,

This year there are more invited female speakers for the CPA Convention
than ever before., However, we must continue to nominate people for that
honour. ome of this year's excellent speakers are Marisela Zavalloni,
Vaira Vikis-Freibergs and Maryse Lassonde. I am certain you will enjoy
thejr presentations.

This"year,'as usual, we have not had a real election, since few stood for
nomination. An opportunity to promote women and psychology in Canada is
provided by an active involvement in SWAP. It is an opportunity we
should not ignore,

I would like to thank editors Lorette Woolsey and Carol Wilson, as well
as all the people who gontributed to each issue, for three issues of the
newsletter. It really is a very good way to network across the country.

Thanks also to past cpordinator, Tannis Williams, for providing a slate
for next year's executive, and Mona Abbandanza for keeping our finances
intact. [ would also like to thank the provincial representatives for
all their support.

There is ane issue I would like to bring to the membership's attention.
If you have seen the slate of nominees for president and executive of
CPA, you will have noticed that seven out of the eight candidates are
men. I think this is unacceptable and hope that people will write to



Kenneth Craig, chairperson of the nominating committee, to voice their
opinions about the lack of equal opportunity for women to be elected to
policy-making positions, To have essentially an all-male slate can no
longer be tolerated in an organization with a large percentage of female
members. :

It appears, from the present slate of candidates, that the nominating
committee was interested in selecting people from a professional

background as well as people from an academic background. What is not
acceptable is that the committee did not see fit to nominate more female -
candidates who fulfilled those two requirements. « <

Finally, I hope to see all of you in Montreal in June. I encourage you
and your studepts to attend the CPA Convention. The more we make our
presence known, the more our contributions to women's issues, in general,
and the role of women in psychology, in particular, will be addressed.

Rhona Steinberg
Coordinator

NOTES FROM THE PAST COORDINATOR

It was decided at last June's SWAP business meeting that the
Coordinator-elect and past Coordinator would have the task each year of
seeipg to it that some women were nominated for Fellow status in CPA. A
list of all current CPA Fellows (both female and male) was therefore
circulated to all members of the SWAP executive and all provincial
representatives asking that they set in motion nominations of women. The
final outdome (that is, who was actually elected) is not yet clear, but
Janet Stoppard and I are very pleased to report that a good number of
women were indeed npminated (in comparison with none last year). Those
not sucéessful this year can be re-nominated in subsequent years, along
with new nominees. Thanks very much to everyone who helped out this
year.

Any SWAP member interested in nominating someone for Fellow status should
feel welcome and encouraged to do so. The Fall issue of CPA Highlights
will describe how to nominate someone (a current CV and nominating letter
are required) and where to send the information. It would be helpful if
you let your provincial representative know who you are nominating.



The other major task of the past Coordinator is to see to it that an
executive slate is nominated in time for the annual June business
meeting. The current Secretary-Treasurer, Newsletter Editors, and
Graduate Student Representative have agreed to serve for another year.
In considering the position of Coordinator-elect it seemed to me and to
seyveral other people with whom I discussed this matter that it would be
desirable to find someone who would be representatisve of the large
number of SWAP members who are not academics. I am really pleased to
report that Julie Brickman, who is a clinician in private practice in
Toronto (and gave an excellent presentation as part of the SWAP Saturday
afternoon programme on Feminist therapy last year), has agreed to stand
for Coordinator-elect.

The complete slate for the 1988-89 SWAP executive, which will be
presented tq the SWAP business meeting in June is:

Past Coordinator: Rhona Steinberg
Coordinator: Janet Stoppard
Coordinator-elect: Julie Brickman
Secretary-Treasurer: Mona Abbondanza
Newsletter editars: Lorette Woolsey

Carol Wilson
Graduate Student
Representative: Marsha Runtz

Tannis MacBeth Williams
Past Coordinator, 1987-88






